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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
 

Coillte Teoranta was granted planning in February 2017 for The Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike 

Trails (Offaly Co. Co. Planning Ref. No. 16/87).   This is a network of purpose-built trails 

spanning the Offaly and Laois borders. The sector of the development in Co. Offaly 

comprises 32.3 km of the total project length of 72.8 km over the two counties.  The routes 

are waymarked with signage at each junction, making them easy to follow.  Trails are graded 

from blue for novice riders, red for more experienced riders and black for expert riders only.   

The work to design and construct the trail system has progressed, with approximately 22km 

of trails on the Offaly side and approximately 14km of trails now in place on the Laois side of 

the mountains.  Since then, and in response to considerable use of the trail system by 

visitors, it is seen that there is a clear need to provide some trails within the network for use 

by younger children or very novice riders, who would not typically be able to access the main 

trail network.  

In response to this, Trail Design Ireland were retained by Coillte to design and plan for a 

‘beginner’s loop’ near Kinnitty village aimed at this novice market. As the existing trail from 

Kinnitty village out to the main network traverses through the proposed beginner’s area, it is 

considered a perfect introduction to the network.  

The purpose of the present report is to provide the information required to assist Offaly 

County Council (the competent authority), to undertake a Screening Assessment and, if 

necessary, an Appropriate Assessment (AA).  This will determine the effects, if any, on 

European sites as a result of the proposed project.   

The requirements for an Appropriate Assessment are set out under Article 6 of the EU 

Habitats Directive (92/34/EEC), transposed into Irish law through the European Union (Birds 

and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011-2015 and the Planning and Development Act, 2000 

(as amended). 

The AA screening report has been prepared by Dr Brian Madden of BioSphere 

Environmental Services, in association with Coillte.   Brian Madden had prepared the 

ornithological component of the EIAR and NIS for the original planning application and thus 

is familiar with the area.   Brian had also carried out monitoring for hen harriers in 2019 

during trail construction work in Co. Offaly. 

 

1.2 Regulatory Context 

The Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora 

and Fauna better known as “The Habitats Directive” provides the framework for legal 

protection for habitats and species of European importance.  Articles 3 to 9 provide the 

legislative means to protect habitats and species of Community interest through the 

establishment and conservation of an EU-wide network of sites known as Natura 2000.  
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These are Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated under the Habitats Directive 

and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated under the Conservation of Wild Birds 

Directive (79/409/EEC) (better known as “The Birds Directive”). 

Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the decision-making tests for plans and 

projects likely to affect Natura 2000 sites (Annex 1.1). Article 6(3) establishes the 

requirement for Appropriate Assessment (now termed Natura Impact Statement – see The 

Guidance for Planning Authorities issued by Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 

Government, December 2009): 

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of 

the [Natura 2000] site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually 

or in combination with other plans and projects, shall be subjected to appropriate 

assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation 

objectives. In light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implication for the site 

and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall 

agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely 

affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the 

opinion of the general public” 

The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory 

measures.  First the project should aim to avoid any negative impacts on European sites by 

identifying possible impacts early in the planning stage and designing the project in order to 

avoid such impacts.  Second, mitigation measures should be applied, if necessary, during 

the AA process to the point, where no adverse impacts on the site(s) remain.  If the project is 

still likely to result in adverse effects, no further practicable mitigation is possible, and if no 

alternative solutions are identified then the project may only proceed if it is required for 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI test). The criteria for this test are 

outlined under Article 6 (4) of the Habitats Directive. In this case, all compensation measures 

necessary are required for any remaining adverse effects. 

 

1.3 Stages of the Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
 

This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared in accordance with the 

following guidance: 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland. Guidance for 

Planning Authorities. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 

Government, 2009. 

• Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: 

Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the 

Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. European Commission Environment DG, 2002.  

• Managing Natura 2000 sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats 

Directive 92/43/EEC. Guidance issued by European Commission (21st 

November 2018).  
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There are up to four successive stages involved in the Appropriate Assessment process 

(European Commission 2002). The outcome at each stage determines whether the next 

stage in the process is required. 

1. Appropriate Assessment Screening 

2. Appropriate Assessment – Natura Impact Statement  

3. Assessment of Alternatives in cases where significant impact cannot be 

prevented 

4. Where no alternatives exist, an assessment of compensatory issues in the case 

of projects or plans which can be considered to be necessary for imperative 

reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) 
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2. SCREENING FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 

Screening determines whether appropriate assessment is necessary by examining: 

1. Whether a plan or project can be excluded from AA requirements because it is 

directly connected with or necessary to the management of a Natura 2000 site. 

2. Whether the project will have a potentially significant effect on a Natura 2000 site, 

either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, in view of the site’s 

conservation objectives.  

Screening involves the following: 

i.   Description of plan or project 

ii. Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites, and compilation of 

information on their qualifying interests and conservation objectives  

iii. Assessment of likely effects – direct, indirect and cumulative – 

undertaken on the basis of available information as a desk study or 

field survey or primary research as necessary 

iv. Screening Statement with conclusions 

 

2.1 Description of the Project and Site  
 

As already noted, a site near Kinnitty Village has been identified for the purposes of 

expanding the permitted mountain bike trail project. It is proposed that a blue grade 

mountain bike trail, suitable for novices and children, shall be constructed here.  For the 

purposes of planning and integration into the greater Slieve Blooms Mountain Bike Trails 

project, the proposed new route section is referred to as ‘Section 26’ or the ‘Kinnitty Village 

Loop’.  An overview of the proposed loop is shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

The trail would be an independent loop, travelled in a clockwise direction, allowing 

participants to repeat the route multiple times, improving their skills as they go. Such a trail 

would add significant value to the existing network by providing a density of trail closer to the 

village and creating a space where school groups and activity providers could host outings.  

The loop would retain connectivity to the existing trails by offering riders an alternative 

outward and return leg of their journeys. The existing trail through this area would still be 

very relevant as it is the most direct route from the village to Kinnitty Castle and the 

surrounding mountain bike trails and indeed walking routes.  

The trail would twist and turn through the mature trees, rising up and gently falling away, 

following the natural shape of the ground, like a ribbon through the trees. The trail itself 

would be a single-track construction, with a compacted gravel surface up to 900mm wide 

and approximately 2,000m long.  Favourable ground conditions and ease of access would 
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ensure the trail is constructed with minimal environmental impact.   Apart from the trail itself, 

the proposed project does not involve any associated structures, buildings or bridging points 

over watercourses.  

The trail is located within an area of Coillte owned mature mixed woodland, comprised of 

60% Beech, 30% European Larch and 10% Norway Spruce, planted in 1953.  There will be 

little or no felling of trees to construct this new trail as the trees are widely spaced and can 

easily accommodate the trail corridor within the standing woodland. There are no 

watercourses within or adjacent to the forest stand / construction footprint.     

The R421 road occurs further to the west, with Kinnitty Castle located to the northeast 

(including an access track through the forest connecting the castle lands to the R421).    

Agricultural land occurs to the north and south of the forest block.     

The area drains to the Camcor River, with the main channel flowing less than 1 km to the 

north of the project site.   The Camcor rises in the Slieve Blooms to the southwest of 

Wolftrap Mountain.  After flowing north of Kinnitty village it continues west towards Birr, a 

distance of approximately 12 km.    On the western side of Birr, it joins the Little Brosna 

River, which continues in a northwest direction for a distance of approximately 12 km 

towards the River Shannon (total distance to confluence point with River Shannon is over 25 

km).   

 

Figure 1 Overview of proposed new trail at Kinnitty.    
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Figure 2 Overview on aerial base of proposed new trail at Kinnitty.    

 

2.3 European Sites Identification    
 

In accordance with the European Commission Methodological Guidance (EC, 2002), 

consideration is given to European sites that could potentially be affected by the proposed 

project.  

The “Guidance for Planning Authorities” (Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 

Government) notes the following in section 3.2.3 “Natura 2000 Sites”: 

“The second stage (of the AA Screening process) is an examination of what Natura 2000 

sites might be affected.  These sites should be identified and listed, bearing in mind the 

potential for a plan or project, whether it is within or outside a Natura 2000 site, to have 

direct, indirect or cumulative effects, and taking a precautionary approach so that a site is 

included if doubt exists”.    

The approach to screening is likely to differ somewhat between plans and projects, 

depending on scale and on the likely effects, but the following should be included:  

a. Any Natura 2000 sites within or adjacent to the plan or project area 
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b. Any Natura 2000 sites within the likely zone of impact of the plan or project.  

A distance of 15 km is currently recommended in the case of plans, and 

derives from UK guidance (Scott Wilson et al. 2006).  For projects, the 

distance could be much less than 15 km, and in some cases less than 100 m, 

but this must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis with reference to the 

nature, size and location of the project, and the sensitivities of the ecological 

receptors, and the potential for in-combination effects.  

c. Natura 2000 sites that are more than 15 km from the plan or project area 

depending on the likely impacts and the sensitivities of the ecological 

receptors, bearing in mind the precautionary principle.  In the case of sites 

with water dependent habitats or species, and a plan or project that could 

affect water quality of quantity, for example, it may be necessary to consider 

the full extent of the upstream and/or downstream catchment.” 

 

Taking into account that the proposed trail is localised to one woodland stand near Kinnitty 

village, involves relatively low-key construction of trails only (no buildings or associated 

infrastructure), and drains to the Camcor River which flows westwards towards Birr, it is 

considered that potential impacts by the project need only to be considered in the context of 

the European sites associated directly with the Slieve Bloom Mountains complex (see Figure 

3), namely: 

• Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA (code 04058) 

• Slieve Bloom Mountains Special Area of Conservation (code 0412) 

These two sites, with qualifying interests and linkages with the project site, are summarised 

in Table 1 (site synopses are given in Appendix 1).  A detailed map showing the location of 

the project area in relation to the two European sites is presented in Figure 4.  

It is noted that there is no hydrological linkage between the proposed Kinnitty trail site and 

the River Barrow and River Nore SAC (code 02162), which drains the eastern sector of the 

Slieve Bloom Mountains.  
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Figure 3 Map showing distribution of European sites within the area of the proposed mountain bike trail at 
Kinnitty Village. 

 
Figure 4 Map showing location of the proposed trail in relation to the Slieve Bloom European sites. 
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Table 1 Relevant European sites, reasons for designation, and summary of distances and linkages  

European Site Reasons for designation (information correct as of 2nd 

March 2021) (*denotes a priority habitat) 

Distance from project 

area summary of linkages 

   

Slieve Bloom 

Mountains SAC 

(site code 00412)  

 

 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010] 

Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] 

Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0] 

 

According to this SAC’s site Conservation Objectives 
document (Version 1.0.  Department of Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, 2016), for each of the 
listed QIs, the Conservation Objective is to maintain or 
restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC 
has been selected. 

 

 

The project area is 

located approximately 2 

km from the nearest part 

of the SAC.   

While the project area 

may be hydrologically 

linked to the SAC via the 

Camcor River, the project 

area is downstream of the 

SAC section of river.      

 

Slieve Bloom  

Mountains SPA 

(site code 

0004160) 

 

 

Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) [A082] 

 
According to this SPA’s site Conservation Objectives 
document (Generic Version 7.0.  Department of Culture,  
Heritage, and the Gaeltacht, 2020), for each of the listed 
SCIs, the Conservation Objective is to maintain or restore 
the favourable conservation condition of the bird species list 
as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA. 

 

 

The project area is 

located approximately 

300 m west of the SPA 

site.      

While the project area is  

hydrologically linked to 

the SPA via the Camcor 

River, the project area is 

downstream of the 

section of river within 

SPA.    
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2.4 Identification and Assessment of Potential Impacts  
 

Impacts are considered in the context of the Source-Pathway-Receptor (S-P-R) conceptual 

model for environmental management risk assessment. This provides a systematic means of 

determining and evaluating the nature, effect and extent of exposure a vulnerable receptor 

may experience in relation to a particular hazard. For a risk to exist there must be a source 

(or hazard or pressure), a pathway, and a receptor (or target) (Daly, 2004). An 

environmental hazard is an event, or continuing process, which if realised will lead to 

circumstances having the potential to degrade, directly or indirectly, the quality of the 

environment (Royal Society, 1992). A pathway is a route by which a particle of water, 

substance or contaminant moves through the environment and comes into contact with, or 

otherwise, affects a receptor (Environment Agency, 2001).  

 

2.4.1 Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC   

As noted in Table 1, there is a distance of approximately 2 km to the nearest sector of the 

SAC (i.e. a section of the Camcor River corridor near Glendossaun - see Figure 4). 

With a substantial geographical distance between the project area and the SAC, and the 

absence of a hydrological linkage (while the project area drains to the Camcor River it is  

downstream of the section of river within the SAC), it can be demonstrated with full scientific 

certainty that there is no Pathway between the Source (i.e. project area) and Receptor 

(European site) for the Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC. 

 

2.4.2 Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA   

The project area is within a woodland stand located approximately 300 m west of the 

westernmost margin of the SPA. 

The woodland stand where the proposed trail loop is located is mature woodland, with a high 

proportion (c.60%) of beech – such mature and closed canopy woodland does not provide 

suitable foraging habitat for hen harriers associated with the SPA.   

The construction of the trail within the wood, which will require little or no tree felling, would 

not be expected to cause disturbance to the hen harrier population within the SPA.  It is 

noted that the proposed Kinnitty loop is not within a distance of at least 1 km of any of the 

regular hen harrier territories within the SPA.   

Similarly, the operation of the trail is not expected to cause any disturbance to nesting or 

foraging hen harriers within the SPA as the proposed Kinnitty loop is not within a distance of 

at least 1 km of any of the regular hen harrier territories within the SPA.   

On this basis, it can be concluded with full scientific certainty that the construction and 

operation phases of the proposed Kinnitty Loop trail project does not pose any risk to the 



Slieve Bloom Mountains Bike Trails: Kinnitty Village Loop AA Screening Report    

  
 

Biosphere Environmental Services 

 

13 

Special Conservation Interest of the SPA, namely hen harrier, and hence would not have an 

effect on the Site Integrity of the Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA.  
 

 

2.5 Analysis of “In-Combination” Effects     

The Habitats Directive requires competent authorities to make an appropriate assessment of 

any plan or project which is likely to have a significant effect alone or in-combination with 

other plans and projects.   

The principal other project that is relevant to the proposed Kinnitty loop trail project is the 

parent Slieve Bloom Mountains Trails project, parts of which are complete. Also, it is noted 

that the existing trail from Kinnitty village out to the main network traverses through the 

proposed Kinnitty Loop area.   The permitted Mountain Trails project was subject to EIAR 

and an NIS had been prepared.   Issues such as potential disturbance to bog habitats and 

disturbance to nesting and/or foraging hen harriers, as well as preservation of water quality 

in local watercourses, were evaluated and the project design and the proposed mitigation 

measures (and subsequent planning conditions) ensured that disturbance, if any, to the 

qualifying interests of the Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC and SPA were avoided or 

minimised.  

As the proposed Kinnitty Loop trail will be constructed and operated as part of the overall 

Mountain Trails project, it is unlikely that cumulative impacts will occur from the permitted 

project when considered with the proposed Kinnitty Loop trail project.  

The other principal landuses and activities which occur extensively within the Slieve Bloom 

Mountains are forestry and nature conservation, with sheep farming also widespread.    

These activities were considered in the NIS for the permitted Mountain Bike Trails project 

and it was concluded that cumulative impacts were not anticipated when considered with the 

Bike Trails project.   

The present AA screening report has considered the proposed Kinnitty Loop project in the 

context of relevant European sites within the Slieve Bloom Mountains area and concluded 

that the project would not adversely affect the conservation objectives of any European site.   

Taking all the above into account, it can be objectively demonstrated that when other 

projects are considered along with the proposed Kinnitty Loop trails project there will not be 

any in-combination effect on the European sites as discussed.  
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2.6 Screening Conclusion and Statement  
 

A screening report for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared for a proposed mountain 

bike trail in mature woodland near Kinnitty village which would be part of the permitted (and 

partly built) Slieve Bloom Mountains Trails project. 

The potential effects that may arise from construction and operation of the project on the 

Natura 2000 network have been examined by considering the potential for significant effects, 

alone or in-combination with other projects, on relevant European sites that occur in the 

wider area.   The principal sites of relevance are the Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC and the 

Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA.  

On the basis of the findings of this screening report for Appropriate Assessment, it is 

concluded that the project: 

(i) is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of a Natura 2000 

site, and 

(ii) significant impacts on the Natura 2000 network are not foreseen. 

 

Based on this information, and beyond reasonable scientific doubt, it has been demonstrated 

that the development, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would 

not be likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site.  Therefore, it is considered 

that a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required. 
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.APPENDIX 1 

SITE SYNOPSES 

 

Site Name: Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC  

Site Code: 00412  

The Slieve Bloom Mountains lie on the Offaly-Laois border, starting about 8 km north-east of Roscrea 
and running about 24 km north-east, towards Clonaslee. The mountains are of Old Red Sandstone, 
flanked by Silurian rocks. The site extends from approximately 180 m to 529 m O.D.  

The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats and/or species 
listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 
codes):  

[4010] Wet Heath  

[7130] Blanket Bogs (Active)*  

[91E0] Alluvial Forests*  

This site is remarkable for its mountain blanket bog habitat. Generally uniform in character, the 
vegetation consists of a deep, spongy mat of the bog moss Sphagnum capillifolium, with other 
mosses and lichens. Growing on this are Heather (Calluna vulgaris) and Crowberry (Empetrum 
nigrum), with smaller amounts of Cottongrasses (Eriophorum spp.), Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), 
Deergrass (Scirpus cespitosus) and Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum). An unusual feature is 
the abundance of Bog-rosemary (Andromeda polifolia) and Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos), 
species usually associated with raised bogs. The uncommon Lesser Twayblade (Listera cordata) 
occurs under Heather at this site.  

This extensive site is dominated by blanket bog on a high plateau. However, on more steeply-sloping 
flanks wet heath vegetation occurs on shallower peat (typically 0.5-1.5 m deep). The dominant 
species in the wet heath are Heather and Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), with species such as 
Cross-leaved Heath (Erica tetralix), Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica) 
and the bog moss S. capillifolium also being frequent components. Often wet heath vegetation is 
associated with flushed areas along the margins of narrow streams.  

Alluvial forest occurs along the Camcor River in the northern part of the site, on the floodplain of the 
river and on adjacent slopes along the valley. The canopy consists of scattered tall Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior), Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Alder (Alnus glutinosa). Rusty Willow (Salix cinerea 
subsp. oleifolia), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Downy Birch (Betula 
pubescens) form a lower canopy. The natural flood regime at the site has been altered by drainage 
activities for forestry (embankments, etc.), though the least disturbed areas in the floodplain still retain 
a substantial wetness. Seepage areas on the slopes also contribute to the wetness of the woods.  

The uplands at this site provide excellent habitat for Peregrine, a species listed on Annex I of the E.U. 
Birds Directive. Breeding pairs occur here.  

For the main part, the site is fringed by forestry plantations, although in a few places there remains a 
relatively undisturbed transition downslope to poorly-drained acidic grassland. The primary threats to 
Irish blanket bogs in general are afforestation, drainage and over-grazing, and current habitat quality 
is often dependent on past land use. On the Slieve Blooms, the Heather forms tall, dense stands, with 
individual stems up to 20 years old, suggesting that burning has not been extensive in recent years. 
There is little evidence of grazing or erosion. Overall, vegetation structure is exceptionally well-
conserved due to lack of disturbance. A large portion of the site lies within a Statutory Nature 
Reserve.  
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Blanket bogs are an increasingly rare habitat in Europe, and in Ireland are continually under threat. 
The Slieve Bloom Mountains are an important link in the east-to-west gradient of bogs in Ireland, and 
are floristically linked to the midland raised bogs north of the site. The intactness of the blanket bog 
here is remarkable and is echoed in few other areas in Ireland, making this site of unique 
conservation value. Also of conservation importance is the presence of wet heath and an example of 
alluvial forest. 

 

 

Site Name: Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA  

Site Code: 00412  

The Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA is situated on the border between Counties Offaly and Laois, and 
runs along a north-east/south-west aligned ridge for approximately 25 km. Much of the site is over 
200 m in altitude, rising to a maximum height of 527 m at Arderin. The mountains are of Old Red 
Sandstone, flanked by Silurian rocks. Several important rivers rise within the site, including the 
Barrow, Delour and Silver.  

The site has a near continuous ridge of mountain blanket bog, with wet and dry heaths also well 
represented. Species present in these habitats include Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Crowberry 
(Empetrum nigrum), Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), Cottongrasses (Eriophorum spp.), Deergrass 
(Scirpus cespitosus) and Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum). Much of the slopes are afforested, 
and overall coniferous plantations account for c. 60% of the site. The forests include first and second 
rotation plantations, with both pre-thicket and post-thicket stands present. Substantial areas of clear-
fell are also present at any one time. The principal tree species present are Sitka Spruce (Picea 
sitchensis) and Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta). The remainder of the site is mostly rough grassland 
that is used for hill farming. This varies in composition and includes some wet areas with rushes 
(Juncus spp.) and some areas subject to scrub encroachment. Some stands of deciduous woodland 
also occur, especially within the river valleys.  

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special conservation 
interest for Hen Harrier.  

This SPA is one of the strongholds for Hen Harrier in the country and, indeed, is the most easterly 
regular population. A survey in 2005 recorded eight pairs, whereas eleven pairs had been recorded in 
the 1998-2000 period. The numbers recorded in 2005 represent c. 3.7% of the all-Ireland total. The 
mix of forestry and open areas provides optimum habitat conditions for this rare bird, which is listed 
on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. The early stages of new and second-rotation conifer 
plantations are the most frequently used nesting sites, though some pairs may still nest in tall heather 
of unplanted bogs and heath. Hen Harriers will forage up to c. 5 km from the nest site, utilising open 
bog and moorland, young conifer plantations and hill farmland that is not too rank. Birds will often 
forage in openings and gaps within forests. In Ireland, small birds and small mammals appear to be 
the most frequently taken prey.  

The site is also a traditional site for a breeding pair of Peregrine. Several pairs of Merlin are known to 
breed within the site but further survey is required to determine the exact status of this small falcon. 
Red Grouse is found on many of the unplanted areas of bog and heath – this is a species that has 
declined in Ireland and is now Red-listed. The Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA is of ornithological 
importance because it provides excellent nesting and foraging habitat for breeding Hen Harrier and is 
one of the top sites in the country for the species. The presence of three species, Hen Harrier, Merlin 
and Peregrine, which are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive is of note. The Slieve Bloom 
Mountains is a Ramsar Convention site and a Biogenetic Reserve. Part of the Slieve Bloom 
Mountains SPA is a Statutory Nature Reserve.  
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